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MINISTER FOR ENVIRONMENT — KIMBERLEY VISIT 

Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [9.10 am]: I advise the house that between 

25 and 27 April I visited the Kimberley to inspect a range of activities that the Department of Environment and 

Conservation, the Water Corporation and the Department of Water have been undertaking. I was pleased to 

announce the creation of the Purnululu World Heritage Area Advisory Committee. Members will be aware that 

the area commonly known as the Bungle Bungles is a world heritage–listed area, ranking it alongside some of 

the planet’s greatest natural and manmade attractions. The advisory committee includes representatives from a 

broad spectrum of the community, including Indigenous Australians. It is chaired by Chris Done, a former 

Kimberley regional manager with the then Department of Conservation and Land Management, who is highly 

regarded throughout the Kimberley. While I was at Purnululu I also had the opportunity to open upgrades to day-

use areas and roads. Although the park was closed to vehicles at the time of my visit due to rain, DEC is 

upgrading the Spring Creek Track access road with funding from royalties for regions. I acknowledge the 

cooperation DEC is receiving from the owner of Spring Creek station, Jack Burton.  

I also took the opportunity to visit Lake Argyle diamond mine and inspect Rio Tinto’s conservation initiatives 

for the Gouldian finch and fire management, which complemented the government’s $63 million Kimberley 

science and conservation strategy. In Kununurra I received a briefing from the Department of Water and the 

Water Corporation on environmental water flows, in particular the allocation planned for the extension for the 

Ord River irrigation area. The extension is another Liberal–National government initiative to bolster 

development in the Kimberley. I also inspected the Water Corporation’s maintenance works on the Ord 

diversion dam. I was particularly pleased to join with the Miriuwung–Gajerrong people, who are the traditional 

owners in the Kununurra area, in launching a new DEC vessel, the Joowinyin, which will assist in implementing 

the Kimberley science and conservation strategy. I was also able to view DEC’s Miriuwung–Gajerrong rangers, 

the construction of visitor facilities and prescribed burning in Mirima National Park on Kununurra’s doorstep. 

DEC and the traditional owners are working in close collaboration on a range of initiatives that are not only 

creating employment opportunities for local Aboriginal people, but also improving facilities for Kimberley 

residents and people who are visiting the region.  

 


